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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Special Council Meeting 

Tuesday, July 27, 2021, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Council President Stibich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  

Councilmen Jennifer Jansen, Jay McFadden, Cornel Munteanu, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian 

Chitester were present.   Lori Jones was excused.   

 

Others Present: James P. Graven, Mayor, Joe Borczuch, Service Director and Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief.  Audience: 0 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Ordinance 40-2021 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING FUND NO. 146 – ARPA FUND AS A SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUND TO ACCOUNT FOR THE RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE OF 

FEDERAL FUNDS, AS APPROPRIATED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR 

DISBURSEMENT TO MUNICIPALITIES IN OHIO AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

SERVICE DEPARTMENT REQUISITION 

Mr. Borczuch stated that we have been getting a lot of rain and more issues here and there. This time 

when it rained we were hit all over the entire city. These two areas were hit the hardest and the area 

we received the most phone calls from residents, and the area is Columbia and Pineway. He stated 

that United Survey has done work for the city in the past and are a specialized service. They have 

done work here at least half a dozen times and CCTV as well before we purchased a camera. We are 

hoping that these tests will at least point us in a direction. Unfortunately, probably half of the calls we 

received were residents saying they were getting sanitary backup; with the smoke test we will be able 

to find out if somebody is cross connected or not and see if they are dumping more storm water into 

the sanitary system.  We received this information from both of these streets.  He spoke with Mr. 

Sheehy the city engineer and the Mayor and Mr. Sheehy recommended these tests. If this requisition 

is approved he can then get the tests set up as a lot of the contractors are booked out a little bit.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to United Survey for smoke and dye testing and CCTV 

in an amount not to exceed $25,000.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that she was researching this earlier today and in 2019 the city paid this vendor 

about $27,000 and asked if Mr. Borczuch remembers what they did then; was it also smoke and dye.  
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Mr. Borczuch replied that he does not believe it was smoke and dye test.  Ms. Jansen stated that they 

also do CCTV.  Mr. Borczuch replied yes but we have a camera now.  Ms. Jansen stated that it seems 

like a large amount for just CCTV.  Mr. Borczuch stated that the CCTV work usually averages 

around $2,500 a day and it doesn’t take long to get to those numbers but he does not recall what the 

work was in 2019.  Mr. Munteanu stated that there was an issue back around 2017 with the Delgado 

property.  Mr. Borczuch replied that issue was in the Blomquist era and there was a cross country line 

that runs through the back yard that probably only two people had knowledge of and when the 

Delgado’s dug their pool they hit the line. The city ended up purchasing the home and fixed the line. 

We were also going to do some connections and had plans all drawn up under Donegan’s 

administration but that got denied by Council. Those connected would have helped get rid of the 

water from the Bagley, Pineway, and Mapleway area and run through the back properties between the 

Bagley Road and Elmer sections and empty out on Usher but that is where the project stopped.  That 

pipe is now connected but not the way we wanted it.  Mr. Stibich asked if United Survey was used at 

that time.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he does not believe they were out doe that portion but they may 

have done some tv work to find some stuff at that point in time as they specialize in that type of sewer 

work. Mr. Stibich stated that he also remembers in the Blomquist administration that there was an 

issue with storm water there was an issue in the Westland and Lindbergh area with storm sewer from 

the gutters in the backyards and we did smoke testing. Mr. Borczuch replied yes, the smoke testing 

was done during the Phase IV sewer project and we were able to find out who was connected and 

who wasn’t.  Mr. Stibich asked how this works do they go down one manhole or in several locations.  

Mr. Borczuch stated that for sanitary they go down the manholes and block up each end and utilize 

the in between section; so they plug the sanitary up then they have a special machine that runs the 

smoke down through the pipe pushing air down into the chimney of the manhole and then the smoke 

travels through everyone’s sanitary lines and should only come out the stacks on their house; if it 

comes out their gutters then we know we have a problem.  That is when the dye test comes in, we try 

to schedule the dye test to see what is hooked in. This test will at least give us some data to know 

what and where we have to repair over sometime; the cost to replace any storm or sanitary sewer is 

about a million dollars a mile.  Mayor Graven stated that we can also use this data for grant 

applications so it is a good investment. He spoke with Mr. Sheehy who recommended the testing. For 

the sake of argument if they say there are no flooding problems we can still use this data. He stated 

that on July 19th he, Mr. Borczuch and the city engineer Don Sheehy met with about 12 residents 

from Columbia south of Bagley and Pineway area; after the meeting the three of us sat down and 

came up with an action plan and the engineer believed that it would a good course of action to do this 

testing and then we will know a lot more and then we can proceed from there.  

 

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ENGAGEMENT LETTER WITH OHIO 

AUDITOR OF STATE FOR THE 2020 AUDIT 

 

Mr. Stibich stated that Mr. Swaisgood sent Council a memo regarding this request.   

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to authorize the Mayor to enter into an engagement letter with the Ohio 

Auditor of State for the 2020 city audit; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  
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FIRE DEPARTMENT REQUISITION 

Chief Sheehan stated that he is asking for permission to have the emergency computer module fixed 

on the ladder as it won’t start without it. The estimated cost is $3,529.29 but he is asking for $5,000 

to cover any cost overrides that may occur but he does not expect any. If approved, it would be 

replaced by the end of this week. The ladder is sitting in quarters right now with the cab raised and 

nowhere to go. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Ohio CAT for the repair of the engine computer for 

Ladder 1 in an amount not to exceed $5,000.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  
 

 

Adjournment 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m. 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 


